IX
PAINTINGS
Yearly Outings
From 1884 to 1934 we have Steer's own list of places visited in
summer or autumn for painting in those fifty years.1 For the first
eleven years the excursions were English, broken by French; for
the rest English, with one return to Montreuil-sur-Mer. They were
regulated, from 1903, when he was appointed to teach painting in the
Slade School, by the limits of the vacation, namely from the beginning of
July to October* That period was given to landscape painting; the rest of
the year divided between his teaching engagement and painting from
models or of portraits in his house.
A deep, exclusive love for England early asserted itself. If the Saints
took pleasure in the stones of Zion, Steer had a fondness for the old bones
of his country. He was pleased to find a fragment of Offa's Dyke near
Whitchurch. This affection was reinforced by veneration for the Turner
who had peregrinated his country as a topographic artist, but also pursued
the picturesque for its own sake in castles, rivers, ports and waterfalls.
Norham Casde, Turner's first popular success, was the signpost for much
that followed, and Steer tracked the master to begin with in his Yorkshire
travels, at Richmond (1895) Barnard Casde (1896) Knaresborough
(1897) and returned to all three a second time* He liked to have company
on those outings and it became the custom for Fred Brown to join him
with W. C Coles, master of the Winchester School of Art, for a third*
Miss Brown, sister of the painter-professor, has supplied me with the
dates and places of this association:
V                                                                                                                                                                                                                   ^
Mr, Steer and my brother were at Richmond (Yorks) in 1895. The fist year they
wic away together was in 1888 at Walberswick, but I am not sure if Mr. Coles was
with them* The association continued for 21 unbroken years, except for three summers
x$92-93-94 w^3en ^I&^ went awa7 wiA me ^d my eldest brother, who was recovering
fiom a very serious illness.
These dates I have copied fiom a list of places my brother Went to for his summer
holidays-
Right rooms, right skies, and a loved place all together were not, how-
1 See p. 186.